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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE POOL OF BETHESDA. 
John v. 2—9. 


In this narrative, (to which our attention is especially invited by our 
present location,* and circumstances,) we are reminded of our divine 
Redeemer’s compassion as for the sick body, so also for the sin-sick 
soul—of the provisions God has made for the health both of the body 
and the soul, and of the manner, according to which He would have 
us use the remedies, he has mercifully set before us. 

The compassion of our Lord Jesus Christ, how vividly it is pre- 
sented to our attention, in the narrative before us. At Bethesda, were 
five porches, capable of holding a multitude of people, and they were 
now filled with the sick and infirm: porches, that is, places covered 
for shelter, but open to the side next to the pool, so that it might be 
conveniently looked at. They were built close by the pool, for when 
the Angel with healing in his wings appeared, not a moment was to 
be lost. Ifthe sick were only a little way off, before they arrived at 
the pool, the agitation, on which its virtue depended, might have 
ceased. But what was the advantage of being ever so near the pool, 
so far as the very infirm were concerned, unless they had each one, a 
friend to be looking out for the approach of the Angel, to seize them 
at a moment’s warning, and bear them before all others, to the reme- 
dy successful only, for the first who reached it? To a certain man of 
this company, it seems to only one of them, there was wanting this in- 
dispensable friendly attendant, “Il have no man, said he to Jesus, 
when the water is troubled to put me into the pool, but while I am 
coming, another steppeth down before me.” But “ man’s extremity 
is (sed’s opportunity.” The forlorn condition of this individual, 
though he was not aware of it, was not only known, but noticed, and 
sympathized with by Him, who is omnipotent. To magnify his pow- 
er, He restored him to health, not by the instrumentality of Bethes- 
da’s troubled water, or by the use of any other means, or second 
cause, but by the irresistible Word, which had said in the beginning, 
‘Let there be light and there was light.” Jesus saith unto him, 
‘Rise, take up thy bed and walk. And immediately the man was 





* The author was at the Sweet Spring, Virginia. 
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made whole, and took up his bed, and walked.” Is this a solitary in- 
stance of the compassion of our Lord? Was his compassion exem- 
plified only by giving sight to the blind, causing the lame man to leap 
as an hart, the deaf to hear, the tongue of the dumb to sing, and re- 
moving almost every variety of disease and infirmity; in short, by his 
successful remedies for the body? Was his compassion exercised 
only, during his short sojourn on the earth? No, now that He is on 
his heavenly throne, we are told that in all the afflictions of his people, 
He is afflicted. To them, He is constantly imparting his consolations. 
He ever liveth to make intercession for them. He has them always 
in his mind, and in his heart, and has promised to come again and take 
them to himself, that where He is, there they may be also, in that 
place, which He has gone to prepare for their reception. Much as 
He cares for the body, and has done, and will do for zt, for He will 
raise it from death at the last day, much more He doth care and has 
done and suffered and will do, for the superior part of our nature, for 
the never-dying soul. For this cause especially, did He leave his glo- 
ry in the heavens, and come upon earth, to give health to the sow/—to 
recover 2¢, from the dominion of sin, to purify it, to ennoble it, to raise 
it, and from glory to glory. It was to purchase pardon, and purity 
and perfection for the soul, that He submitted to privation, and suffer- 
ing, and indignity; that He prayed so earnestly in the garden, when 
his sweat was as great drops of blood, and that He encountered on the 
cross tortures and anguish, and the horrors of remorse for sins not his 
own, but of the whole world of mankind. 

Yes, my brethren, though you see him not, your compassionate 
Redeemer is, by your bed of sickness, your path of sorrow, and the 
place into which you retreat, under the pre-eminent distress of a 
stricken conscience. He is with the afflicted, whether of mind, body, 
estate, or conscience, wherever they may be, and by night and by day. 
His presence, visible not to the eye, but by the tranquillity, and pa- 
tiece, and hope, which it diffuses, felt in the heart of the sufferers, is 
constantly in the lonely cabin, in the crowded hospital, in the asylum 
for orphan childhood and helpless age; and especially, with such as 
David and Peter, and the prodigal son, and Mary Magdalen, who go 
mourning all the day long, who as it were, bathe the Redeemer’s feet 
with their tears, in memory of their sins, under that godly sorrow, that 
broken and contrite heart, which no human sympathy can reach, no 
human arm relieve, which can be alleviated and removed by Thee, 
only, O God, our Redeemer, our Sanctifier, our Saviour. For a com- 
miseration, looking to our every sorrow, tender, disinterested, valua- 
ble beyond all comparison enduring till sorrow itself is swallowed u 
by perfect joy, should not the believer be ineffably grateful? Shall 
he not manifest his gratitude by his secret communings, by his hymns 
of praise, and offerings of thanksgiving in the great congregation, by 
eating of that bread and drinking of that cup, as the Lord hath appoint- 
ed, in remembrance of his mercy; by love for his brethren of mankind, 
even as Christ has loved him; in short, by every expression of grati- 
tude which due consideration and sensibility, and above all Holy 
Scripture, by itg precepts and examples have suggested. Shall we 
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not indeed love him purely, devoutly, constantly, even unto the end, 
who hath first, and so loved us 

Again, by the narrative before us, we are reminded of the provisions 
God has been pleased, in his mercy, to make for the health of the body, 
and of the soul also. Whoever, after the Angel, who made to 7¢, not 
few, but frequent visits, had troubled the water, in the Pool of Bethes- 
da, went first into it, was made whole uf whatsoever disease he had. 
Whence did this Pool derive its healing quality? Beyond all ques- 
tion, from God. The water, (like that of Jordon, or Siloam, and we 
might add, like that used in Baptism,) had no virtue in ztse/f. It was, 
by the appointment of God, that it became the minister of health ; and 
this effect it produced not always, but only occasionally. And to make 
its Divine source more apparent, it was imparted, not by znvzsid/e in- 
fluence, but by God’s own angel—by one of these creatures of his 
superior to men, who have their home near His throne in the heavens. 
This was one of the provisions for the health of the body, which was 
instituted for a time by our Divine Governor. It was a provision 
made by miracle, which of course is limited as to times, places, and 
persons. But God has made provision every where, and constantly 
operating, and universally applicable for preserving and restoring to 
the body the blessing of health. There is the food, the clothing, the 
shelter, bountifully spread before us, without which their health could 
not be maintained, and must be impaired more and more, until the 
body drooped irrecoverably and died. There is the medicine, in the 
earth the minerals and the plants, their roots, their bark, their leaves, 
their blossoms, their fruit, which are all around us. There are the va- 
rious waters not confined to any climate, to the mountain, or the plain, 
and not only gratifying here, this, and there, that sense, sparkling to 
the sight, harmonious to the ear by their motion, fragrant by their pro- 
ductions, pleasant to the taste, and soothing to the touch, but replenished 
with strengthening and curative properties, these giving tone to the 
system, and those checking, or entirely removing disease. And what 
is the differrence, whether the good effect is produced by a miracle, or 
by the curative, or providential agency of the same Supreme Being ? 
What is the difference, if he cures, as in the case we are now consider- 
ing, by his simple “ let it be,”’ or as he generally does, by the interven- 
tion of means, as the mountain, or the valley, or the ocean air; by the 
salt, or the fresh, or the mineral water; by this or that production of 
animal, fossil, or vegetable nature. Ifthe hand of God be not equally 
conspicuous in creation and providence, as in miracles, is it not equal- 
ly present every where? Are we such children, that we cannot be- 
lieve in an agency, unless we see it operating? Do we deny, that this 
house was built by men, because we were not standing by and beheld 
them arrange rafter after rafter, and stone upon stone? He may be 
called a philosopher, but assuredly he wants wisdom, he lacks common 
sense, who believes in the agency of second causes, and questions that 
of a Great’ First Cause, and a Supreme Disposer. 

There is a strict analogy, and the Holy Scriptures often mark it, in 
the proceedings of the Almighty to the body and the soul. No one 
will deny, that he could, in an instant, by a word create a perfect man. 
But he chooses to carry him, step by step to maturity, to effect his 
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growth, from infancy to manhood, dy the use of various means. And 
so as to the soul, it could be new created, that is, its aversions and in- 
clinations, its whole character could be changed in a moment, (and 
such appears to have been done in the case of St. Paul, by a miracu- 
lous operation,) but ordinarily the power of sin is weakened, and holi- 
ness planted and cultivated in the heart by the use‘of means. ‘“ So is 
the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground, and 
the seed should spring and grow up, first the blade, then the ear, after 
that the full corn in the ear.” The inward man, that is the soul, we 
are told, is renewed day by day. And how? Just as the body is re- 
newed by the use of appointed means. There is prayer, by which 
grace to teach, and to learn, and to help, and to profit, is obtained. 
There is the reading of the word of God, which convicts of sin, and 
otherwise helps us forward in the way to salvation: ‘‘ The word of 
God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow.” ‘Is not my word, saith the Lord, as fire and a 
hammer, which breaketh the rock in pieces.” There is baptism, by 
which we are introduced into the covenant of pardon, and grace, and 
future glory, on the part of our heavenly Father, and of repentance, 
faith and obedience on our part, There is “the laying on of hands,” 
by one of the chief ministers in Christ’s Church, by which a further 
measure of grace is imparted, for we read, ‘‘ Then laid they their 
hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.” There is the holy 
Communion of the body and blood of Christ, by which the soul is 
strengthened and refreshed. Such are the private and public means 
of grace, (these to be had in the Church, and those in secret and do- 
mestic devotion,) in the faithful and persevering use of which, as the 
Lord hath prescribed, the health of the soul is to be restored and pre- 
served, during the life that now is; and to be prepared for admission 
into that world where no one says “I am sick ;” where are perpetual 
and perfect health, and happiness. 

And shall we not be grateful to our Creator, Preserver, Benefactor, 
Redeemer, Sanctifier and Saviour—to Him, who having called us into 
life, has made such bountiful provision for our comfort here, and fora 
blessed immortality hereafter? If we neglect to use, or use insuffici- 
ently the appointed provisions for our welfare, surely, the fault is our 
own. We do neglect, (some men grossly so,) the proper care of the 
body, but the neglect of the soul is asin, much more heinous, and pre- 
valent, alas, almost universal. Who of us, even those who are the 
most prudent, as to the care of the body, the most persevering in the 
use of means for the recovery of t¢s health, has a proper solicitude, and 
faithfully uses the means for the recovery, and security, and immortal 
welfare of his soul. Surely it is ingratitude to God, it is cruelty to 
ourselves, to turn away from the Physician of the soul—to reject the 
medicine of the Gospel—to prefer the sickly state of sin, to the healthy 
action of holiness—to expose ourselves to the doubts, and fears, and 
dangers of the worldly, when we can have, in humble dependence on 
the grace of God obtained, in the use of the divinely appointed means, 
the satisfaction and hopes, and final joys of the disciple of Christ. 
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But, in the third place, we are instructed by the narrative, in our 
text, as to the manner our Father in heaven, would have us use the 
remedies, which he has, in his great mercy set before us. The reliev- 
ed at Bethesda, appeared to have used it under the influence of a faith 
in God. They had not merely a faith in the remedy, (every man who 
avails himself of a proposed remedy, has some faith in it,) but most 
probably a faith in God; for they must have recognized that it was 
his power which gave this Pool its healing quality; that it was his 
Angel, who caused the agitation, on which its efficacy depended. We 
ought to use all our remedies, be they the springs like those at Be- 
thesda and Siloam; or medicines, or diet, or journeying, or change of 
climate, form a principle of faith in God, that is believing they derive 
all their properties from his creation, or providence, that they can be 
of no benefit to any one, without his permission; that his blessing is 
necessary to their best effect. The favor of God, which will make 
sure the health of the never dying soul, yea, man’s true and highest 
welfare, and that for ever, depends upon a true faith in God; not a 
mere belief, that there is such a Being, and that He is great, and good, 
and true—the devils have such faith as ‘hat, a mere speculative faith. 
But Christian faith is confidence in God, and is inseparable from a 
profound reverence, and the highest degree of love for Him; it is im- 
plicit reliance and entire dependence on Him, and cordial desire to 
conform to His will, in every respect. The sick of the palsy, and his 
friends had this faith in Christ, manifested by their uncovering the roof 
where He was, to be near Him, and he received a double blessing, 
not only his health, but the forgiveness of his sins. She who touched 
the hem of our Lord’s garment, had this faith, and our Lord gave first 
health to her soul, and then to her body. The Centurion had this faith, 
and in answer to it, his servant was made whole. It is the great con- 
dition of God’s favor, of His blessings, whether they respect our phy- 
sical or spiritual nature, ‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved,” that is, confide in Him, become His disciple—a true 
disciple—one who loves his Master, submits to His chastenings, anxi- 
ously asks for His will, and obeys Him cordially and constantly, and 
He will own and bless you. | 

What would you think of those, who went from the Pool at Bett es- 
da, restored “to health of body, vigor of mind, and cheerfulness of 
spirit,” if you were told, that they felt no gratitude to God, atid never 
uttered one word of thanksgiving to Him? “ Every creature of God 
is good, and to be received with thanksgiving.” We ought to use his 
provisions for good with thanksgiving to Him, that they are set before 
us ; and even if they should faz/, in our case, with thanksgiving, that 
they have been beneficial to others. Every dispensation towards us, 
whether it be afflictive or prosperous, ought to be sanctified, to be 
made subservient to our holiness, by the word of God and prayer; by 
searching the word of God, its precepts and its examples, to ascertain 
the duties belonging to our respective conditions, circumstances, and 
opportunities. And we should pray earnestly, constantly, and in faith, 
for his favor, without which, neither health, or wealth, or honor among 
men, or any thing in this life, can confer real happiness; His favor, 
having which, nothing can by any means harm us; for the true Chris- 
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tian can not only bear, but triumph over all the pains and sorrows, and 
fears of the life, that now is; affliction here will add to his felicity here- 
after—he would not be without these tears, which God will wipe 
away. The favor of God is, indeed, better than life itself, for it makes 
death a mere translation frov sin to holiness, from suffering to joy, 
from this miserable earth, to a blissful heaven ; it secures to him who 
has it, the paradise of the blessed spirits, the joyful resurrection of the 
just, and the glorious immortality of heaven. 

Many of us have come to this place in pursuit of health. Some have 
obtained it, others seem to have a prospect of it, but there are some 
who have here met their grave. They were younger, stronger, and 
till lately, in better health than we are, who survive them. But in re- 
ference to the term of our continuance on the earth, it may be truly 
said, “‘ The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong.” With 
the instances fresh in your memory, you need no lesson on the preca- 
riousness of life. Are your loins girt and your lamps burning, waiting 
like a faithful servant, the call of your Lord? Have you the faith, of 
which I have now spoken, without which it is impossible to please 
God? Have you the repentance, which needeth not to be repented 
of, which equally with faith, is the condition of salvation, in virtue of 
the atonement made by our Divine Redeemer? If thou art indeed 
sorry for thy sins, determined to lead a new life, deeply conscious of 
thy need of the forgiveness of sins, and the grace to help thee to do 
thy duty, which came by Jesus Christ ; in other words, of thy indis- 

ensable need of his mediation, (the redemption and the sanctification 
which he has purchased for his disciples,) and if thou art one of his 

eople, united to him by baptism, living in communion with Him and 
His Church, and anxiously endeavoring to keep His commandments, 
then, all will be well. Peace and hope, are thy present portion, and 
if thou perseverest unto the end, in faith in Christ, and obedience to 
his laws, heaven will be thy everlasting home. But 7f the case be 
otherwise ; if you have yet to repent, yet to accept of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your Master, yet to enlist among his disciples, great is your 
responsibility and danger. May God give you grace to meditate on 
these things, to look to your true welfare, while’ yet there is time, ere 
the night cometh, (and remember it may come even before death, for 
the time of probation may, as a punishment be curtailed,) when no man 
can work out his salvation. 





——<-—- _ 


ADDRESS, DELIVERED ON THE OCCASION OF THE LAYING OF THE 
CORNER STONE OF ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH, KIRKWOOD, 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI. 

By Tuos. §. AnDERson, Esa. 


Weare escola here to day, my friends, to perform a ceremony, 
which from remote precedent, as well as propriety and aptitude in it- 
self, the Church of our blessed Redeemer, wherever circumstances 
would allow, has been accustomed to observe. 

In large and populous cities, when the order and services of this ce- 


remony occur, circumstances contributing to its imposing character 
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there, must of necessity be wanting here. The dense mass moving 
in formal procession to the appointed place: the lofty spires, as it 
were, proclaiming from their pealing bells the tones of responding 
congratulation, that another member is soon to rise in towering gran- 
deur amid their fraternity ; another proud ark to join them in bearing 
the Gospel pure over the dark waters of apostacy and sin; the an- 
them, from the long practised choir, rising in tones of splendid harmony 
to the Great Centre of all enlightened adoration: the gorgeous pagean- 
try of masonic emblems: the broad and the solid foundation: the sur- 
rounding mass of stone and marble designed to give strength, durability 
and ornament to the building. ‘These are some of the circumstances 
to kindle emotions in the beholder there, which we now are only per- 
mitted to hear in feeble description. 

In place of the dense mass, and the formal procession, we wit- 
ness but a few familiar faces of friends and neighbors. In place of the 
gay and the teeming street, we see but this rude hill as it came from 
the hands of nature. In place of the towering spires, we behold but 
the stately pine ; while the breeze that gently murmurs through its fo- 
liage, is all to supply the tones of the pealing bell. Our ceremony 
here is graced by no masonic pageant; and in place of the marble and 
the adamant, we behold buta pile of frail and perishable material. 

But, my friends, display is no part of our object in these services, It 
is on the contrary rather a spirit of humility that brings us to their per- 
formance. The building which we hope, with the aid of Divine Pro- 
vidence, to erect on this foundation may soon crumble and totter to its 
fall. The ‘“‘ Esto perpetua,” may be stamped on the rocks that sup- 
port it, but decay and fleeting existence are inseparably incorporated 
with the material that is to compose the superstructure. We cannot 
hope it will carry down to any remote posterity the feeble mementoes 
we deposit here; but we now unite to invoke that Being, who safely 
conducted the Ark and the Tabernacle, and who is the Great High 
Ruler of the Church, totake ¢his under his Divine guidance, and to 
make it the holy vehicle that will bear its portion of the ransomed to 
that “ house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens,”’ 

This, my friends, may not be a fit occasion for the discussion of any 
doctrinal points, nor could we wish to invade the pleasing harmony of 
these services by any polemic disputation. It would be more conso- 
nant with our feelings, and compatible with the occasion, to notice 
briefly the progress of our Church. While other denominations be- 
hold their houses of worship thickly scattered over this newly settled 
portion of country, this little Chapel, standing alone in its glory, may 
be destined for a time, like all pioneers, to buffet the storms of trouble 
and opposition. The origin and early establishment of our Church in. 
this country, gives to the world. a history of trouble, toil and opposi- 
tion. The hardships and privations endured by her early Bishops, 
show them to have been composed of the right material for martyrs. 
But difficulties will beset the accomplishment ef every great and good 
cause, and the course of our Church too, like that of all great and 
good causes, has been onward and triumphant. Her progress may 
not have been marked by those rapid and brilliant advances which an 
overwrought enthusiasm will sometimes produce; yet the orbit in 
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which she revolves, has not been eccentric, like that of the blazing va- 
por, but the rather uniform and regular, like that of the clear and 
steady planet. It is true, her triumphs may have sometimes been tar- 
dy, yet the fact has been often remarked, that wherever our Liturgy 
has fairly unfolded its pages, the Church has never undergone a retro- 
gade movement. Her domes and her spires are thickly scattered 
over all the older portions of our country, and steadily is she enlarg- 
ing her borders ; nor has she been at all wanting in the spirit of mis- 
sionary enterprize. The Gospel has issued from her portals, and 

one wending its way over the great highway of nations, to distant 
and benighted climes. Under her favoring auspices, an academy has 
been erected among the crumbling ruins of Athens, and from its rich 
streams of knowledge and religion, are improving the descendants of 
Solon and Pericles; a fountain better than her old Pieria has been 
opened, and there the soul of theyoung Greek is refreshed by astream 
of piety, far surpassing all the precepts of morality that flowed from 
the lips of Socrates. She has taken a position among the dominions 
and dependencies of the Turkish Sultan, and the Banner of the Cross 
is partially gaining its triumphs over the Crescent of Mahomet. The 
Liturgy has been carried too, to the rocky and inhospitable region of 
Mesopotamia, and the rude native of Asia Minor is becoming sensible 
of its refining influence through time, while he feels its vital connection 
with eternity. It has been borne too, over the world of waters to the 
Chinese and the Hindoo, and there has lent no meagre aid in working 
out the mighty moral reform which has begun. The dark shades of 
superstition investing the majesty of the Grand Lama, are beginning 
to vanish. The Bramins already feel their influence tremble, and the 
Moloch Idol of Juggernaut, is not so often sated with the blood of 
mangled martyrs. It has gone to the swarthy Indian, and the Church 
is steadily fulfilling its noble and humane work among the aboriginees 
of our native land. Onthe distant point of Cape Palmas, her benig- 
nant light is shining, and there the savage African is forgetting his fe- 
rocious pursuits. Here too was the first Christian standard that ever 
waved on the ice-bound shores of Greenland. Episcopalians cannot 
recur, but with gratitude, to that hardy Norwegian who first bore the 
glad tidings to that frozen land, and with an ardor unchilled by its eter- 
nal snows, paved the way for the amelioration of a people once not 
less rude than their own bleak and cheerless climate. 

But in this connection it may not be amiss, to notice an event rela- 
ting to our Church, both novel and pleasing in its character, and one 
which we hope may fulfil the great end contemplated by the pious be- 
nevolence that prompted it, The waters of the Delaware which have 
so long been whitened by the sails of the merchantman, and ploughed 
with foaming track by the majestic steamer, have recently borne on 
their surface the proudest bark that was ever wafted on any current. 
The ‘‘Floating Church of the Redeemer,” has descended that noble 
stream, and now at her moorings in the port of Philadelphia, she stands 
in original grandeur, amid the stately ships of trade, and the gayer 
barks of pleasure—a truly novel and sublime spectacle! The Liturgy 
has sought out the seaman on his own element, and found itself a ha- 
bitation and a home on the waters, From her stately spire, a beautiful 
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banner floats out in bold relief; on its sacred folds but one simple 
emblem is to be seen, and that is the sign and the prop of the Chris- 
tian’s hope, the Cross of the Redeemer, Our boasted “Stars and 
Stripes,” that proud ensign that strikes to uo foe, has gathered in and 
lowered her haughty folds before this Christian standard sheet. The 
one, defended by the brave and the free, may wave during time over 
a mighty nation, while the other, fanned by the wings of Cherubim, is 
destined to float through eternity on the battlements of heaven. It is 
our hope that the example of the floating Church may be speedily fol- 
lowed ; that the teeming marts of the world may have their Christian 
spires rising among the masts of commerce, that the rude sailor may 
be reclaimed, and that where blasphemy was uttered, the true worship 
may prevail. For these great results thousands of prayers are daily 
ascending to the throne of Grace, and we trust they may be favorably 
heard and answered. 

But, my friends, let us here more particularly invoke the blessings, 
and commend to the special guidance of Divine Providence, the hum- 
ble Church about to be reared on this foundation. No Corinthian 
columns will adorn its front, no sculptured architrave will span their 
capitals with its beauties, no towering steeple will rise from the dome. 
We aim atnone of these. This structure will be marked by an unas- 
suming simplicity; for all our aspirations are, that it may be a temple 
for the indwelling of pure and unassuming piety. May this little ark 
safely pass through the troubles that destiny may be weaving for the 
trial of its strength; may it avoid the rocks and quicksands concealed 
for its destruction; may the storms of prejudice beat vainly against it; 
and, steering with the helm of good works, guided by the compass of 
Faith, and fixing her eye on the light-house of Hope, may she careen 
in triumph over the troubled waters of probation. 





-——— 


BOWING AT THE NAME OF JESUS. 
Extract from the Journal of a Clergyman of this State, in the year 1820. 


Q. Why do you bow at the name of Jesus, in rehearsing the Creed? 
rather than at the name of God or Christ! 

A. The word Jesus signifies a Saviour, and is the proper name given 
Him by the Angel before He was born, or conceiyed by the Virgin 
Mary; so that this is his personal name. The word Christ denotes only 
his office, as He was the anointed of God, which that word signifies, 
and is the same in Greek, as Messiah in the Hebrew. 

Now, there were in the Apostles’ time a set of heretics, as Cerin- 
thus and his followers, who denied Jesus to be the Christ. They said 
that Christ or the Holy Spirit, (for they made no distinction,) dwelt in 
Jesus, as in other holy men. That it descended upon Him at his bap- 
tism, but left Him on the Cross, which made him cry “ My God/ My 
God! Why hast Thou forsaken me?” Against these, the Apostles 
wrote. And the burden of this argument was to prove, that Jesus is 
the Christ, as St. Peter said, (Acts ii. 36,) “ Therefore, let all the 
House of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus 
VOL, XXVI.—NO, 2. 6 
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whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” And St. John says, 
(chap. xx. 31,) ‘‘ These things are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son ofGod.” And, (1 John ii. 22,) Who is a 
liar, but he who denieth that Jesus is the Christ.” Wherefore, St. 
Paul saith, (Phil. 1. 10,) “That at the name of Jesus, every knee 
should bow.” This was owning Him to bethe Christ, which, with a 
correspendent practice, is truly to be a Christian ; and bowing at any 
other name, does not show this. To bow at the name of God does 
not distinguish me from a Jew, a Mahomedan, or Heathen, who all 
acknowledge a God. And to bow at the name of Christ, or the Mes- 
siah, does not show but that I may be a Jew, for they own a Christ, 
and expect him yet to come, but they deny that Jesus is the Christ.— 
And alas ! we have the same cause of distinguishing ourselves here in 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, at this day, where many that shelter 
themselves under the name of Christians, and powerful declaimers too, 
are professed deists, and blaspheme that worthy name by which we 
are called, ‘‘ saying, that Jesus is no more than other men,” and thus 
not only deny his divinity, but also his atonement as the Messiah ; and 
we shall not distinguish ourselves from these, by bowing at the name 
of God. Then again, the Quakers expressly deny the man Jesus to 
be Christ, and run directly in with the heresy of Cerinthus. They 
say that Christ or the ght dwelt in Jesus, and they make Christ and 
Jesus to be two: therefore, bowing at the name of Christ, will not 
distinguish us from these. But bowing at the name of Jesus, is saying 
that that Jesus, or rather person, that man Jesus is the Christ, the 
Messiah. 

[I say not, it is necessary, or an article of faith always to bow at the 
name of Jesus, but I hope I may say from the authorities and reasons 
I have offered, that there can be no harm in it, far less any supersti- 
tion; that it is altogether decent, and a profession of our Christianity ; 
and that whoever refrain from it. out of a principle, give ground of 
suspicion, that they are not sound in the faith, and lean more to the 
deists or principle of the Quakers, than they do to the Christian Church; 
at least, they give countenance to the enemies of Christianity, while 
they join with them in refusing this —s attestation, that the Church 
gives of her faith in the crucified Jesus. We bow or uncover our 
heads at the name of earthly magistrates, when we address them, and 
may we not bow at the name of the King of kings, and Lord of lords? 
We do not bow at the mention of the name of Jesus in our prayers, 
because they are not a profession of our faith, and therefore, not re- 
quired as a token of our faith, from the reason of the thing. It is an 
act of religious worship, wherein we address Jesus with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, as our God, for what is necessary for ourselves 
and others. 

An old dissenter once said to an Episcopalian, ‘Oh! the Beshops 
are cruel folks. Why, said the Episcopalian, what cruelty have they 
done? Have they killed anybody? No, said the dissenter, but they 
are all for bowing at the name of Jesus! Oh ! they are cruel folks.” 

SENBX. 
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A CALIFORNIA DREAM. 


The Rev. Samuel L. Southard, recently preached a sermon on the 
subject of California Missions. At the close of the sermon, just before 
the ascription, he related the following remarkable dream, which be- 
ing so very applicable to the subject, and introduced somewhat unce- 
remoniously, produced somewhat of asensation. The unrestrained 
gush of feeling with which it was delivered, produced a powerful 
effect. I give it to you, verbatim et literatim. Here it is: 


A CALIFORNIA DREAM. 


‘‘ 1 saw, in the visions of the night, and never can I forget the awful 
sdlemnity of the vision,—I saw quite a number of men returning from 
a long journey, with huge bags of gold upon their backs, the weight 
of which was altogether disproportionate to the strength of the travel- 
lers. I looked, as if inquiring whither they were going, when lo, in 
the distance, on the road they were journeying, I saw a beautiful city 
with its gates wide open to receive them. Every man seemed to be 
struggling along, as if fully persuaded that his life depended on enter- 
ing the gate of the city before the close of day. It soon became mani- 
fest however, that the attempt was perilous. Their affairs had 
reached a painful crisis. The day was fast closing upon them, and the 
weight of their treasure would not allow them to quicken their steps. 
Some concluded to leave a portion of their gold behind them on the 
road, in order to increase their speed ; the rest determined to run the 
risk of reaching the city without parting with any of their wealth, and 
notwithstanding they were soon outstripped by their wiser compa- 
nions, they soon pressed onward, without lessening the weight of their 
burdens, disregarding alike, both the warning and the example of their 
comrades, until, at length, their situation became most deplorable. 
The shadows of the evening began to fall, and their last hour was at 
hand ; but the night had arrived, when no man could work. It was all 
in vain, that they were now ready to part with their gold, in the hope 
of saving their souls. Their companions had only time to reach the 
city, when the leaves of the gate were seen to close upon the view of 
those who were lefi behind. A little while, and I saw them no more. 
But O, the horror and anguish of that night! I heard them lament and 
weep, and curse their own foolishness; and, as they sank down with 
desperation, in the burning disgrace they had brought upon them- 
selves, where their worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched, I heard 
a wailing so terrific, that my blood runs cold when | think of it—and 
when I awoke, that wailing sound was still ringing in my ear.” 

Tue Missionary at SuLLIvAN’s ISLAND, 


—— 
AN AMERICAN SERMON IN ENGLAND. 


In an imported set of “ Practical Sermons,” published by Parker, 
London, and collected from living divines by the Rev. John C. Cros- 
thwaite, a curious incident is brought to light, The Editor had admit- 
ted into the collection, a sermon on the Claims of the Church Building 
Society, by the Rev. John Jones. Some time after it was printed, he 
discovered that it had been taken, with a very little alteration, from one 
of Bishop Dehon’s published Sermons !— Calendar. 
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WOTEKCHS OF WAV? PUBLICATIONS. 


Messrs. Stanford & Swords have sent us a package of their recent 
publications, all of which we can heartily recommend : 

1. California: a Sermon preached in St. John’s Church, Brookign, 
NN. Y., on Sunday, Feb. 11th, 1849, by Samue. Hacer JOHNSON, 
D. D.—This is a kind and warm hearted discourse of a Rey. Brother, 
one of whose sons, and several of whose parishioners, have embarked 
for the El-Dorado of the West. It has softened many of our preju- 
dices against the “ gold hunters,” and awakened a sincere interest in 
their welfare. Those among us who have friends or relations in, or 
on their way to that far off land, will read it with especial interest. 
The text, Numbers 32, 4, &c., is thus happily applied. ‘They were 
bound and enjoined to keep to tHe TRvE INsTITUTION AND ONE 
GREAT ALTAR AND TABERNACLE OF JEHOVAH. And they said, ‘God 
forbid that we should build an altar for sacrifice beside the altar of 
the Lord our God that is before his tabernacle!’ And so, with kindly 
interchange and devout offerings, they both helped to build up the 
One true cause of Zion, and to maintain the service of her sanctuary. 
We must do the same. We are one. However widely separated 
we may be, we are one. Who cantell what a change ten years may 
make, bringing us more nearly together, binding us more closely to 
each other; and enriching that extended waste of territory with all 
the fine products of Christian and cultivated life...:.Brethren of the 
Atlantic coast, we did not do our duty to the West. We gave not at 
God’s altar offerings enough tospeed out the ministry of the Church to 
its sacred and healthful work, and to sustain it there. We did not do 
our duty then—we have not done it yet. Jet us make one great, me- 
morable exception to our thoughtless, shall I not say, our heartless 
oversight. Let us,if need be, pour out our thousands and tens of 
thousands, and provide for our brothers of the Pacific, the great 
Church of God’s appointment, and of his electing love. Time may 
show that they distribute their gathered stores and golden treasures 
throughout this the mother region, enriching it far more than their own 
less favored coast. But eternity will make mention, that we have 
given them the infinitely greater treasure of the two, a treasure for 
earth—a treasure for heaven. For oh! the Church of the Living 
God, with the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Mediator and Re- 
deemer, with its high grace, and precious gifts, and blessed consola- 
tions, and its glorious immortality, surpasses all—all known, gathered, 
or imagined—and can be mentioned with none other! ‘It cannot be 
valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx or the sapphire ! 
The gold and the crystal cannot equal it !’—a Universe of diamonds is 
‘a fool to it!’’’? The movement may be beneficial, ‘“ Take our noble 
nation with all the faults which grow out of its intenser activity and 
energy, and if you will say so, its covetousness; and who that knows 
history, who that understands the elements of human welfare, will pre- 
fer the condition of the unnerved race which peoples the vast southern 
half of our American Continent. Take California itself:—think you 
that with the poor and worthless population, content each day with 
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each day’s bare necessary supply for life, and caring for no improve- 
ment,—sleeping life away in lazy dream, or easy and allowed volup- 
tuousness,—think you they were better citizens, or better Christians 
than our own people are here, or will be there? Or is it wrong to 
change our abode, and a proof of discontent? If ‘stand still’ means 
content, then farewell to true advancement in the world! No, breth- 
ren, when God, by his providence, discovers to us a new field where 
human exertion may readily gather its rewards, it is both natural and 
lawful to seek them there. Quarrel with this principle, and we are the 
most inconsistent of men. We clap upon the back and cheer on the 
fine fellow who dares the perils of the ocean life; and by this (I should 
say) horrible exposure, seeks an honorable independence for himself, 
or for his family. And if a voyage on the farther or rougher route 
promise to pay him better, who is surprised, or who blames him if he 
takes it? And when the same motive operates now, and perhaps less 
dangerous exposure threatens, I cia for our brothers and our sons 
and our countrymen the same generous and affectionate allowances. 
And when I look at the career of our great country, and think of the 
gracious providence which has watched so remarkably over her inter- 
ests, giving us a history of blessing thus far unparalleled in any other 
land, I judge of the present by the past. I believe that God has hap- 
py auspices for our country, large blessings yet in store—a destiny of 
good and of glory yet unaccomplished. And Iam not going to be- 
lieve, that He concealed the golden treasure so long from the races 
which possessed, and the societies which controlled the land; and just 
when he had given it to us as a secure possession, then discovered it 
only for our injury and woe. Temptations doubtless will come of it; 
some injurious consequences will befall; but God means the general 
result for good; and doubtless purposes to fill up suddenly that great 
Pacific region of the North with the children of our favored nation, 
so that our blood, our language, our institutions, our spirit, our in- 
dustry, our energy, our morality and our practical religious mind may 
be there the resident and victorious elements; and that we may also 
have the means to develop the purposes of our wiser and large-hearted 
humanity. I mean not, my brethren, to prompt any to go: but I 
am speaking of the case of those whodo go. I take'life as I find it— 
facts as they are. Many set out with prudent and reasonable calcu- 
lation ;—(God’s blessing go with them!....We will hope that they 
will find better things than they go for; and from the severe discip- 
line of life may daily gather improvement for the heart. And for all, 
if it be their lot to prosper, may God’s good spirit sanctify to them, 
through faith in the Redeemer, their prosperity ; leading them to have 
law and order honored and maintained, and to have their homes there 
adorned with the fair beauty of Christian example; and prompting 
them as good citizens careful of the public welfare to line all the Paci- 
fic coast, and fill up far inland to the Rocky Barrier with Schools and 
Churches, and with all that will gladden the heart of the wise philan- 
thropist and true Christian.” Who should not go, ‘God has given 
many a fair allowance for the present and in prospect; they have great 
reason not only to be content, but to be happy in their comforts :—let 
well-enough alone; let the fair but tender plants of future promise 
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live; destroy them not by needless exposure; risk no good certainty 
for the perillous uncertainty. Some are possessed of great social com- 
forts of every kind, which it were unwise to discompose and sacrifice 
for the discomforts of the sea, and for the frontier life. And though 
such life has its compensations, and is more happy (I speak from plea- 
sant experience) and more friendly to virtue than those think who have 
never tried it, yet it has its own disadvantages and exposures; and the 
cost and risk should be coolly, thoughtfully, and judiciously pondered. 
And the devout mind should consider the value of all its spiritual pro- 
tections, and the injury which may result even from their temporary 
forfeiture, and should religiously and prayerfully decide: at all events, 
most thoroughly purposing to replace and secure the same for them- 
selves at the earliest opportunity, and to impart to the visited or adopt- 
ed land each better privilege and blessing. And they should not think 
of going whom parental authority yet governs—and forbids; nor they 
who would take away the support which their presence secures, while 
those left behind are abandoned to sorrow, perplexity, and want; nor 
they who would greatly lacerate the hearts of all whom they love and 
who love them, who cannot be persuaded to yield their consent to the 
separation.” | 

2. The Young Churchman Catechised: by the Rev. W. H. Open- 
HEIMER, A, M.—An unpretending volume, yet containing much impor- 
tant information, of which the “ Young Churchman” ought not to be 
ignorant. It gives instruction in reference to the “‘ Name and Charac- 
ter of the Holy Catholic Church,” the ‘‘Church’s Rule of Faith,” the 
‘*Church’s Creed,”’ the “‘ Church’s Ministry,” the “General History of 
the Church,” the “ History of the Church of England,” the ‘ Refor- 
mation,” the “ Church’s Prayer-Book,”’ and the “ Origin and Compi- 
lation of the Prayer-Book.” The Appendix, also, contains interesting 
information. Multum in Parvo. We commend it to the attention of 
our “ Young Churchmen.” 

3. The Christian’s Manual of Faith and Devotion, §c.: by Joun 
Henry Hosart, D. D—The name of Bishop Hobart is a sufficient 
pledge for the soundness and usefulness of this volume, which has 
passed through several editions. It contains various Dialogues, in 
simple and pointed style, on the Doctrines of Christianity and the du- 
ties of the Christian life, an exhortation to ejaculatory prayer, and a 
variety of forms of devotion compiled from the writings of some of 
the best and holiest servants of the Lord Jesus. The whole work is 
excellent; but we would direct the particular attention of our readers 
to the essay on ejaculatory prayer. Under God, it may lead them to 
“‘ pray without ceasing.” 

4. A Serious Call to a Holy and Devout Life: by Wu. Law, A. M-—- 
Law’s Serious Call is beyond our praise. It has long been a standard 
volume with serious and devout Churchmen; andifit have fallen into 
disuse, or been displaced by more modern publications, this can be 
only for a time. It has done, and must continue to do much good, 
wherever its holy influence extends. We heartily thank Messrs. 


Stamford & Swords for their new and neat edition, and desire for it an 


extensive circulation. 
5. Sacra Privata. 
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6. A Short Introduction for the true understanding of the Lord’s Sup- 
er.—These two little volumes are from the pen of the holy Bishop of 
Sodor and Man, Thomas Wilson. They have been published and re- 
published times without number; praised and commended by Chris- 
tians of every shade of opinion; and still hold their place in the grate- 
ful affections of thousands of the pious. As for ourselves, we scarcely 
know how to speak of them. In boyhood, youth, and manhood, the 
‘Sacra Privata” has been our companion and friend. God has often- 
times made it the means of recalling our steps, when wandering; of 
warming our affections, when growing cold under the world’s icy in- 
fluences ; of encouraging us, when ready to despair; and of urging us 
to renewed and more strenuous efforts for His truth and Church, when 
our wearied and disheartened spirits were seeking only rest. God 
bless these tiny volumes, and may they gather many jewels for the holy 
Bishop’s diadem of glory. 

The Beauty of Holiness: the Sermon at the Consecration of Grace 
Church, Newark, Oct. 5, 1848, by the Bishop of the Diocese.—The etrec- 
tion of magnificent edifices for Christian worship and instruction, how- 
ever great the cost, needs no vindication. The gainsayer has only to 
be reminded of the unparalleled temple of Solomon, ordered by infi- 
nite wisdom. ‘ The Church Catholic,” in its various branches, en- 
couraging the making the house for God in all respects superior to the 
houses for men, does but follow the lead of the All-Wise, and All- 
Holy, asin the temple of his revealed word, so also, as the discourse 
before us beautifully exemplifies, in the temple of nature ‘The text of 
the sermon would settle the question, if precedent had not settled it ; 
for there we are commanded to “ worship God in the beauty of holi- 
ness,” or as the margin has it, “in the glorious sanctuary.” The 
whole subject is exhausted, and yet in a comparatively brief manner, 
in the sermon, ingeniously, affectingly, and powerfully. Our readers 
will linger on these quotations, and read them more than once. ‘“ Con 
secrated Beauty. See itin Raphael, and Michael Angelo, and Rubens. 
Feel itin the serene and holy beauty of the Blessed Mother; and in 
the infant loveliness and purity of that God-child. Hear it in all that 
music has achieved, of tenderest, sweetest, most subduing, yet most 
elevating to the soul; till even Milton loses all the Puritan, while he 
brings more than all the Poet to the praise of consecrated beauty, in 
its blended forms of sacred structure, and of sacred song: 


‘Let my due feet never fail 
To walk the studious cloister’s pale ; 
And love the high embowed roof, 
With antique pillars massy proof : 
And storied windows, richly dight, 
Casting a dim religious light. 
There, let the aeolian organ blow, 
To the full-voiced choir below, 
{In service high, and anthems clear, 
As may, with sweetness, through mine ear, 
Dissolve me into ecstacies, 
And bring all heaven before mine eyes.’ 


What have.we here, in every age, and every land; what shall we 
find in every form of worship, true or false, Jewish, Christian, or Hea- 
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then, but the use of consecrated beauty; in the height of its concep- 
tions, and in the fullness ofits consummation, for the service of religion! 
What is it all but comment upon comment, upon David’s text, ‘ Wor- 
ship the Lord, in the beauty of holiness!’ ‘O, worship the Lord, in 
the beauty of holiness.’ Beauty, consecrated beauty, is only then ac- 
ceptable to God, when it is made THE ACCESSORY OF worsHIP. God 
hath made nothing in vain. He hath made nothing for a perishable 
use. Hehath cone nothing but to teach His truth, and magnify His 
mercy tomarkind. The fair and fertile earth; the glorious arch of 
heaven; ocean, with the deep diapason of its water pipes; all, but the 
lower temple of His Majesty Divine. They*1o but serve as the Ca- 
thedral, for that worship of the race, for which they were all created, 
and to whose use they are all subjected; which is to fit them for the 
Temple of the Heavens....-.‘ Worthy is the Lamb which was slain, 
to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and glory, and 
blessing.’ Vainly, in any hope of acceptation before God, the tallest 
minster shall be reared, that ever towered to heaven, if it proclaim not 
Jesus Christ; and Him, as crucified for sinners. Vainly, in any 
thought of acceptation before God, the costliest altar is set up, and 
covered with fine gold, that is not wet with His propitiating blood. 
Vainly, in any thought of acceptation before God, will he present him- 
self before the mercy seat, who has not, in his heart, His humbling and 
transforming Cross. He only, who, subdued to penitence, and mould- 
ed to submission, by the meek and matchless beauty of that suffering 
Lamb, draws near, with faith, to take this Holy Sacrament, fulfils the 

recept of the text, and worships the Lord, ‘in the beauty of holiness.’ 
Beloved, the Pastor and the People of this flock, there is but little 
need that | apply directly to your case the doctrine of my text. You 
have preached from it, here, before me, in this glorious Sanctuary, 
which your hands have reared; and which, with full and fervent hearts, 
you gave this day to God. You have done well what you have done. 
With royal David, you refuse to serve the Lord your God with that 
which costs you nothing, or not much. There may be cold utilitari- 
ans, who will say of this, or that, that you have wrought, with such 
consummate taste and skill, in consecrated beauty, What need of this % 
Can faith be furthered by carved stone? Will piety become more 
fervent, for the glory of this kindling glass! Let such inform us, what 
the need of flowers, of matchless beauty, that were never seen by man ; 
of mosses, and of lichens, that are beaming, like the ruby, or the sap- 
phire, upon polar rocks; of sea-plants, or of shells, that blush, like cleft 
pomegranates, in the depths of the salt sea, ‘a thousand fathom down;’ 
or, of the myriad hues, in which an autumn sunset mocks, alike, the 

ainter, and the poet, when, so far as they can see, the day might close 
as wellin brown! Andshould they still pursue you with the question, 
that was raised so long ago, Wherefore this waste !—think it no hard- 
ship to be blamed with her, who poured that fragrant ointment out 
upon the feet of Jesus Christ; and is remembered for it yet. Was 
cost considered, when the worlds were made, ‘ cycle on epicycle, orb 
on orb;’ the heavens, with all their labyrinths of light; earth, with its 
wealth uncounted; and the exhaustless chambers of the sea? Was 
cost considered, when the Lord God took the dust, and breathed His life 
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into it, and made it like himself? Was cost considered, when, to res- 
cue back a ruined world, and fallen man, the Maker was Himself in- 
carnate; and His blood, the price of the redemption? Oh, never 
think of cost, when God isto be served, or man is to be saved. 


‘ Give all thou canst. High heaven rejects the lore 
Of nicely calculated less, or more.’ 


“¢ Give all thou canst.’ You, that have given so much, give more. 
Let this, the House of God, henceforth, while earth shall stand, be but 
the sacred centre of yourinfluence. Cluster around it, in your Parson- 
age, your Schools, your homes for sickness and for sorrow, all that at- 
tests the Church to be from God, for man. ‘ Give all thou canst.’ Let 
not this altar veil itself six days, in all the seven; these walls be vocal 
with the song of praise, only when Mammon stays hisdin. Sustain the 
ministry, in its completeness, here, for all its offices and works; teach- 
ing, and prayer, and consolation. Let the weary and the way-worn 
know, that, come who will, and when they may, they shall find peace 
in holy meditation; and need not depart without a blessing. ‘ Give 
all thou canst.’ ”’ 

The Seal of the Lord: a Catechism on Confirmation, with appropri- 
ate Devotions. By A. P. Forbes, D. C.L., Bishop of Brechin. Second 
edition. Edinburgh, 1848. Notwithstanding the many treatises, an- 
cient and modern, on Confirmation, we have seen few which we prefer 
to this. We admire its succintness, by which it is adapted to minds 
of reflection who need not amplification, and whose avocations pre- 
vent their reading books of detail. We are specially pleased with 
this extract :—‘ A protestation, two copies of which are to be written 
out and signed by the candidate for Confirmation ; one of which he is 
to keep by him and occasionally read over, especially on the anniver- 
sary of his Confirmation, and before receiving the Blessed Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Body and Blood; the other to be given to his parent, 
tutor, master, god-father, or spiritual director, who may be con- 
cerned in his religious education. I, NV. or M., placed in the presence 
of the Eternal God, having considered His exceeding mercy to me, 
in having made me, redeemed me, and sanctified me, and above all, 
His graciousness and loving kindness in having brought me to the ordi- 
nance of Confirmation, do solemnly resolve by His grace, ever to re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, the vain pomp and glory of the 
world, with all covetous desires of the same, and the carnal desires of 
the flesh, so as not to follow nor be led by them. Furthermore,I do 
resolve, that I will by God’s help faithfully and constantly believe the 
Christian Faith as it is declared in the Creeds: and lastly, I do resolve 
under the Divine assistance, obediently to keep God’s holy will and 
commandments, and walk in the same all the days of my life. May it 
please the Almighty and Eternal God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, to confirm me in this my resolution, and to accept this 
Sacrifice of my heart; and as it has pleased Him to give me the will 
to do this, may He also grant me power and strength to perform it. 
O God, thou art my God, the God of my heart, of my soul, and of my 
spirit, so I acknowledge and adore Thee, now and for ever.—Amen /’’ 
---.Let the person confirmed take heed that he relax not in fervor 
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after the ceremony, but continue by God’s help, without intermission 
to improve the graces conferred upon him therein : let him frequently 
pray tothe Holy Spirit ; and let him prepare himself as soon as he can 
for the reception of the Sacrament of the Blessed Eucharist. He 
should keep the anniversary of his Confirmation as a day of prayer 
and recollection, and always try by God’s grace to make the fact of it 
a living truth to himself, by recollecting in the hour of temptation, 
Whose soldier and servant he is, with Whom he has been sealed, and 
Whose Temple his soul and body have become.” 
We recommend these prayers:---‘‘ A short form of Prayer to be 
used daily during the time of preparation for Confirmation. 
7 Holy Spirit from on high, 
Come, and from the opening sky, 
Shed Thy ray of heavenly light. 
Come, kind Father of the poor, 


Come, with all thy bounteous store ; 
Come, of. hearts the inmate bright. 


Sweetest Comforter and best, 

Of the soul most welcome guest, 
Prasence calm in feverish day ; 

In all toil refreshment sweet, 

Cooling breath ’mid noontide heat ; 
God, that wip’st all tears away. 


Light most holy, most divine, 
In our inmost rn shine ; 

Fill Thine own with Thy true grace ; 
For without thy hallowing flame 
Nought in man to free from blame— 

Nought in all this sinful race. 


Wash whate’er of sin is here, 
Sprinkle what is dry and sere, 

Heal and bind the wounded spirit ; 
Bend whate’er is stubborn still, 
Kindle what is cold and chill ; 

What hath wandered, guide aright. 


Oh, to every faithful heart, 
Lord, Thy sevenfold gift impart, 

That thine own in Thee may live: 
Give the meed Thy grace hati won, 
Crown the work Thyself hath done, 

Everlasting gladness give.—Amen.” 


“ For Grace to make a good preparation.—A|mighty and most mer- 
ciful Father, Who hast been pleased in my baptism to make me a 
Christian, to sanctify my soul with Thy grace, and to honor me with 
the glorious title of Thy child: Behold, notwithstanding the many sins 
which I by thought, word, and deed, and by omission, have committed 
against Thee, Thou deignest to call me to receive the greatest of all 

hy gifts, even the Holy Spirit: for this so great kindness all praise 
and glory be to Thee. And now, O most loving Father, behold I, 
confessing myself Thine erring and sinful child [or servant] desire to 
receive this holy ordinance, because itis Thy will and my duty; I 
venture to approach in order that I may be sanctified by Thy Holy 
Spirit, and may be enabled by Thy Divine grace to live up to my 
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Christian profession. But how shall I dare to come near Thee, who 
art so awful and so holy? I do confess my utter unworthiness ; and I 
pray Thee to cleanse my soul from all its past sin, which I now hate 
from the bottom of my heart ; and to give me those dispositions of low- 
liness, faith, and love, that Thou requirest of them that would receive 
Thy unspeakable gift. Grant this, O Lord, for Jesus Christ’s sake, 
our only Mediator and Redeemer.— Amen.” 

“A Prayer after Confirmation.—Thanks be unto Thee, O my God, 
for all Thy infinite goodness, and especially for that love that Thou 
hast shewed unto me this day. O may all Thy creatures adore and 
bless and magnify Thee for ever. I give Thee thanks that thou hast 
sent down Thy Holy Spirit into my soul with all His gifts and graces. 
O may He take full possession of me forever : may His divine unction 
cause my face to shine: may His heavenly wisdom reign in my heart, 
His understanding lighten my darkness, His counsel guide me, His 
ghostly strength fortify me, His knowledge instruct me, His true godli- 
ness make me fervent, His divine fear keep me from all evil. O drive 
away from my soiil, which Thou hast made Thy temple, and hast dedi- 
cated to thy perfect service, all that may profane it, or make it dis- 
pleasing to Thee. Make it a house of prayer where Thou art wor- 
shipped in spirit and in truth, not a den of thieves, where unholy 
thoughts and devils lurk secretly. Give me grace to be Thy faithful 
soldier, and crown my conflicts against Thy enemies and mine with 
victory ; and after having fought the good fight of faith, bring me to the 
crown of everlasting life, for the merits of Thy dearly beloved Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.”—Amen. 





OOO oo ree — 


Sig LECTION S. 


ON THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH. 


From the True Catholic. 


Parishes which need the services of an entire Clergyman, and could 
easily provide for his subsistence, are content with half, or the third of 
a Clergyman; who, called on for the labors of two or three men, is 
not furnished with the support of one. This is because men look at 
the whole matter in a wrong point of view; they have forgotten the 
unity of the Church, that is, they have forgotten the existence of the 
Church. They want to hear the services of the Church read, and they 
want to hear sermons, and they want that their families shall hear both. 
They want a Clergyman. They do not intend to regard him as the 
representative to them of the Church; that Church in which they do 
not practically believe. He is no more than the neighbor, who, fora 
consideration, supplies them with something which they want. They 
wish to have their wants supplied on the cheapest terms, and they 
have clubbed with some others of their neighbors, to raise a little mo- 
ney, as little as can be made toserve the turn, and employed some set 
of persons, who are called vestrymen, to make the hardest bargain 
they can with some poor Clergyman, whom his sense of official duty 
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and professional decorum, have combined with his poverty to put in 
their power, in order that they may be supplied at the smallest cost 
with the desired luxury. The poor Clergyman comes to his parish, and 
finds that whatever through his faithfulness to the Church is obtained 
for her support without the parish, is generally diverted from the 
sources of his own scanty subsistence. He does not press the duty of 
giving for the support of the parish, because, then he would be regard- 
ed as avaricious and grasping, and would lose all influence over the 
minds of his parishioners. He does not press the duty of contributing 
to the support of the Church beyond the parish, lest he should be him- 
self contributing, in the name of his parishioners, more than he could 
spare from the bare subsistence of his family. 

It is not contributing to the support of a parish upon such a scale, 
and with such motives, that will be considered a compliance with the 
duty of supporting the Church. The persons, who living, perhaps, in 
luxury, probably in abundance, themselves, refuse to support in decen- 
cy, him whose right to live of the Gospel rests immediately upon a di- 
rect Divine decree, are in the situation of the elegant Clergyman we 
have imagined, who is enjoying the luxuries of literature and society, 
and doing nothing for the service of the Church. Neither of them can 
have the slightest idea of Church Unity ; both look upon the Church 
as a mere aggregation of individuals, each of whom joins it at his own 
pleasure, withdraws from it when he likes, and while he continues in 
it, turns his connexion with it to his own account as much as he can, 
and assumes ofits burdens nv portion from which he can possibly es- 
cape. When he has ascertained the minimum of the expenditure of 
time, labor, or money, with which he can make the Church answer 
his private purposes, he contributes that minimum grumblingly, and 
grasps greedily at the benefits he desires inreturn. but they are ben- 
efits of his own devising, for which he has no promise, and with which 
he will have no blessing. 

None can follow his Saviour but in the path of self-denial ; for that 
Blessed Saviour trod no other. Upon no other path is any blessing 

romised ; and the obligation of supporting the Church, like every 
other Christian duty, implies self-denial. In this age all men have two 
sets of desires ; the fulfilment of one of which has hitherto been consi- 
dered incompatible with that of the other, even to a proverb. All 
men now desire to live well, that is, luxuriously, and to die rich. Our 
ancestors made their selection, and sacrificed one of these objects, that 
they might attain the other. We grasp at both, and have thus double 
demands upon our time, our labor, and our money. Hence it is, that 
we have nothing to spare for the support of the Church; we refuse to 
recognise her claim to that which we do not choose to give. But we 
must learn that she has claims, and that those claims must be com- 
plied with, at the expense of some self-denial ; we must learn to deny 
ourselves, in the two absorbing and incompatible desires which we 
have mentioned, in order that we may be enabled to perform our duty 
by contributing as much as we are able to the support of the Church. 
Our obligation is, to contribute as much as we are able; and until we 
have so done, it is not complied with. But are we to contribute all 
we have? Certainly not, God gives you power to get wealth; and 
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He gives you permission to enjoy it. But it is His gift, and must be 
acknowledged by appropriating some portion of it to His Church ; 
which is His representative upon earth. 

Every one admits this; but how do they act upon it? They first 
provide for all their own wants, by which they mean wishes, and then 
they make provision for the future, by laying up all that remains of 
their gettings, and then they give the fragments which are not required 
for the one purpose, and are too small to be of any use in the accom- 
plishment of the other, to the Church. Now to provide for the 
Church is a duty, and is therefore to be attended to before we attend 
to the gratification of our own desires for wealth and luxury. There 
is but one mode of doing this. The Church must have her fixed por- 
tion of the income which is the gift of her Head. Let the Clergy 
press this doctrine, and the Laity practise it, and there wil! be no 
want of funds for Church purposes. 


i 
BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 
Rev. Baptist W. Noel, late a Presbyter of the Church of England, 


in a recent work vindicating his secession, says : 

“‘T once labored hard to convince myself that our Reformers did 
not and could not mean, that infants are regenerated by Baptism, but 
no reasoning avails, the language is too plain.” This seems a little 
inaccurate, (says the True Catholic,) the doctrine of the Reformers 
was, and that of the Church is, that infants are regenerated im Bap- 
tism dy the Holy Ghost. ‘ Although the Catechism declares that re- 
pentance and faith are prerequisites to Baptism, yet the Prayer-Book 
assumes clearly that both infants and adults come to the font unregen- 
erate and leave it regenerated ; that worthy recipients of Baptism are 
not regenerate before Baptism, but come to be regenerated ; that they 
are unpardoned up to the moment of Baptism, that they are pardoned 
the moment after. This unscriptural doctrine of the Prayer-Book, as 
well as its other errors, each Kvangelical member of the Church of 
England is compelled by the thirty-sixth Canon to pronounce not con- 
trary to the Word of God; and by the act of uniformity he must make 
himself a party to all this delusive instruction, every time that he bap- 
tizes an infant or an adult, teaches the children of his parish the Chnrch 
Catechism, or buries the corpse of an ungodly parishioner.” 





ren 0 SIO tr 
POHTRY.s 


SELECTED. 


THE TRUEST FRIEND. 


There is a friend, a secret friend, 
In every trial, every grief, 

To cheer, to counsel, and defend,— 
Of all we ever had the chief !— 

A friend, who watching from above, 
Whene’er in error’s path we trod, 

Still sought us with reproving love; 
That friend, that secret friend, is God! 











70 Poetry.— Religious Intelligence. [May 


There is a friend, a faithful friend, 
In every chance and change of fate, 
Whose boundless love doth solace send, 
When other friendships come too late! 
A friend, that when the world deceives, 
And wearily we onward plod, 
Still comforts every heart that grieves; 
That true, that faithful friend, is God! 


How blest the years of life might flow, 
In one unchanged, unshaken trust ; 

If man this truth would only know, 
And love his Maker, and be just! 

Yes, there’s a friend, a constant friend, 
Who ne’er forsakes the lowliest sod, 

But in each neéd, His hand doth lend ; 
That friend, that truest friend, is God! 


MY MOTHER’S VOICE. 


My mother’s voice! I hear it now, 
I feel her hand upon my brow 
As when, in heartfelt joy, 
She raised her evening hymn of praise, 
And called down blessings on the days 
Of her loved boy. 


My mother’s voice ! I hear it now! 
Her hand is on my burning brow 
As in that early hour, 
When fever throbbed through all my veins, 
And that kind hand first soothed my pains, 
With healing power. 


My mother’s voice! It sounds as when 
She read to me of holy mcn,— 
The Patriarchs of old ;— 
And gazing downward in my face, 
She seemed each infant thought to trace, 
My young eyes told. 


It comes—when thoughts unhallowed throng, 
Woven in sweet deceptive song,— 
And whfspers round my heart 
As when, at eve, it rose on high ; 
I hear and think that she is nigh, 
And they depart. 


Though round my heart, all, all beside— 
The voice of friendship, love, had died— 
. That voice would linger there, 
As when, soft pillowed on her breast, 
Its tones first lulled my infant rest, 
Or rose in prayer. 


$$ D OO OIA rrr ——— 
RGLLIGLOUS LIVNWALLIGCRNCH. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture-—That for April was from the narra- 
tive respecting ‘‘ the Pool of Bethesda,” by the Rector of St. Michael’s, 
(Rev. P. T. Keith,) and the amount collected was $20 47, 
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Passion Week.—The solemn services in our city Churches, it is un- 
derstood, were attended by many of that sex ‘‘ who were last at the 
Cross, and first at the Sepulchre.” The transactions of each day of 
the holy week are very minutely traced in the Rev. Dr. Jarvis’ new 
Harmony of the Gospels, inserted in his valuable ‘‘ History of the 
Church.” An extract was read in one of our Churches, we doubt not 
to ‘‘ edification.” | 


The Lost Church Found.—In the Gospel Messenger it has been sta- 
ted, that at the junction of ‘‘ Stono River’ and “‘ Church Creek,” were 
the remains of an ancient Church, and tombstones bearing the dates 
of 1710, or thereabouts, and the names of Lowndes, Seabrook, &c., 
and the question has been asked, was this an Episcopal Church or not ? 
It is answered in the Rev. Dr. Dalcho’s work, entitled “ Historical 
Account of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South-Carolina,” page 
351, as follows: ‘‘ A small, but convenient Church, was erected in 
1708, onthe South Branch of Edisto River. It was built of brick, 35 
feet long by 25 wide, on land given by Mr. Edward Bellinger; and 
another piece of land, containing about 71 acres, was laid out for a 

lebe. Asmall brick Parsonage, with convenient out buildings, was 
built for the Rector, but they were burnt by the Indians in 1715,” 
The Church near the Parker’s Ferry Road was put up, it is supposed, 
about 1756. It fell down in 1778, and was rebuilt and consecrated by 
Bishop Dehon in 1813. 

Journal of the Bishop of the Diocese—Extracts from the same.—Dec. 
26th.—The Rev. J. Howard Smith’s letter of dismission from the Dio- 
cese of Virginia to that of South-Carolina, was this day received and 
“accepted,” and notice given to the Bishop of Virginia. 

Epiphany.— A Pastoral Letter,” in reference to the appearance 
in our country of ‘‘the Asiatic Cholera,’’ was prepared by me, and in 
it, the prayer written in 1832 by our late Bishop, was set forth to be 
used in public worship; and it was also recommended for closet, and 
family worship. 

Jan. 20th.—At St. John’s, Hamstead, I read “‘ Morning prayer.”’ 

Jan. 21st-—At the Church of the Holy Communion, I officiated in 
the desk, and altar, and pulpit. 

Jan. 28th.—At St. Michael’s, I officiated in the desk, altar, and pul- 
pit services, in the ‘ Morning.” 

Feb, 4th.—Sunday.—At the Church of the Holy Communion I 
preached; “ Evening prayer” was read by the Missionary, (Rey. J, 
W. Simons.) 

Feb. 18th.—At the Church of the Holy Communion, where I assist 
ed in “ Evening prayer.” 

March 2d.—A candidate for Deacon’s Orders had his third examina- 
tion concluded, four Presbyters assisting. 

March 4th.—At St. Philip’s Church, this being one of the “stated 
days” for Ordination, James Habersham . Elliott was admitted to the 
Order of Deacons; presented by Rev. J. B. Campbell, the Sermon by 
the Bishop. 

April 1st.— Palm Sunday.—lI visited the Congregation of “‘ Calvary: 





72 Religious Intelligence. [May 


Church.” After “ Evening prayer” by the Minister, Rev. P. Trapier, 
I administered the holy rite of Confirmation to 1 white person and 6 of 
color, and then made an Address. It was gratifying to notice the pro- 

ress of this benevolent undertaking, more especially for the spiritual 
welfare of the black population. 

April 3d.—Tuesday, in Passion Week, at Grace Church, Charles- 
ton, after ‘‘ Morning prayer,’ and the “ Ante-communion,” by the 
Rector, (Rev. W. W. Spear,) I preached, and administered the holy 
rite of Confirmation to 13 white persons and 1 person of color. 

April 4th—Wednesday in Passion Week, at St. James’ Church, on 
James Island, after “ Morning prayer,” the Ante-communion by the 
Rector, (Rev. S. Mellichamp,) I preached. 

April 11th.—At Georgetown, after ‘‘ Morning prayer” by the Rec- 
tor, (Rev. R. T. Howard,) the Litany being read by the Rev. M. H. 
Lance, I preached and administered Confirmation to 4 persons. 

April 13th.—In Prince Frederick’s Parish, at the Chapel, after 
‘Morning prayer” by the Rev. A. Glennie, I preached; the Rector, 
(Rev. J. Hunter,) was present in the Chancel. Since my last visit, the 
cemetery around the Chapel had been enclosed with a neat paling, 
respectful to the dead, and grateful to the eye and the heart of the 
living. For the kindness which facilitated my journey, and welcomed 
me at the houses, it is proper to express grateful acknowledgment. 

April 15th.—1st Sunday after Easter—In ‘“ Al)-Saints’ Parish, at 
the Chapel on the plantation of Mr. John H. Tucker, I said “ Morn- 
ing prayer,” commencing at half past 8 o’clock, and heard a very ap- 
propriate Sermon from the Rector, (Rev. A. Glennie,) in which the 
blacks were catechized. There were present about 12 white and 80 
black persons. The chanting was specially interesting, and the whole 
service edifying. It was indeed “ good to be there.” At 11 o’clock, 
at the Parish Church, “ Morning prayer” and the “ Ante-communion”’ 
were said, by the Rector, and after my Sermon, Confirmation was ad- 
ministered to 3 whites and four blacks. The Congregation consisted 
of about 50 white and 150 black persons, who nearly filled the gallery. 
At “ Laurel Hill,” the seat of F. M. Weston, Esq., seven miles from 
the Parish Church, there was “ Evening prayer” said by the Rev. G. 
Platt, a Deacon; the Lessons were read by the Rector, and after an 
Address, I confirmed 23 servants of Mr. Weston. There were pre- 
sent about 60 persons—a snow storm prevented the attendance of a 
larger number, and of several candidates for Confirmation. The Cha- 
pel recently built is a neat edifice, capable of containing about 300 per- 
sons. It is suitably furnished, and in all respects more convenient, and 
more respectable in appearance, than many of the Churches and Cha- 

els in the Diocese. It must be an efficacious means of civilizing, 
and, under the favor of God, of Christianizing the class for whose spe- 
cial benefit it was erected by its worthy proprietor, and the example 
will not be without good results. 

April 16¢h.—At the residence of Mr. F. M. Weston, the Rector ca- 
techized the black children, more than forty in number, not only in the 
Catechism, but by questions on the Confession, and other parts of the 
Liturgy. The answers were given with great accuracy, and they uni- 
ted in the prayers and praises understandingly, and feelingly. They 
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chanted the “Gloria in Excelsis,” and some of the Anthems, in a very 
interesting manner. I could not but wish every slave holder, and every 
Clergymen in the Diocese, could be present, on occasions like this, to 
be encouraged in so good a work, and to learn the proper method of 
conducting it. On leaving the plantation, the young gave usa —— 
salutation, a civility which is not always to be met with from the chil- 
dren of the white poor. The great element of the success at Wacca- 
maw, in the religious teaching and training of the slave population, is 
the patient, persevering, pains-taking efforts of the Rector, directed by 
sound judgment, and conformed to the system of the Church, which is 
applicable to all conditions of men. Bishop Porteus, in his “‘ Essay on 
Christianizing” this class, marks out no other plan, but that which the 
wisdom of the Church has set forth for the conversion of all men, and 
the edification ofherchildren. The Rector, who has been engaged in 
this good work for many years, has now an assistant, a Deacon, and 
the field before him would well occupy several assistants. 

April 17th—At. St.\James’ Parish Church, Santee, after ‘“‘ Morn- 
ing prayer” by the Rector, (Rev. N. Hyatt,) I preached. In reaching 
this point of my visitation, I was kindly assisted by the boats and the 
carriages of clergymen, members of the Vestry, and others, as well as 
hospitably entertained an the way. 

April 22.—Sunday——At St. James’, Goosecreek, I officiated in the 
desk, chancel, and pulpit. This Church is always visited with in- 
creased admiration of its beauty, and appropriateness, and with regret 
that the worshippers are so few. The neighbourhood has not many 
whites, but the blacks would more than fill it, and the builders of this 
Church (about A.D.1706) were not unmindful of that class—the whole 
lery, and a part of the nave, being provided with seats for their ac- 
commodation. Besides the usual inscriptions in the interior, viz., the 
Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and Ten Commandments, in the rear of the pul- 
pit, in gilt letters, are the words, “Glory be to God on high, one on 
earth peace, good will towards men;” and over the Altar, “ Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest: 
for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”” Close by the Chancel 
rail, the first Rector, Rev. J. Lejau, appears to have been buried, who 
died in 1717, aged 52, having served the Parish 11 years. Some of 
the monuments are remarkable for their emblems, and antiquity. 
There are four—Col. J. Gibbes, who died in 1711, aged 40; Mrs. 
Benjamin Gibbes, in 1717, aged 35; Peter Taylor’s, (who died in 
1765,) and on the same tablet the names of his wife and son; Hon. 
R. Izard, in 1804, aged 62. The arms of Old England, “the lion and 
the unicorn,” with the motto, “‘ Honi soit,” &c., aré in prominent relief 
on the eastern wall. At one end of the Church, over the great en- 
trance door, on the out side, was in stucco, a pelican feeding her 
young, but it has fallen. 


St. Philip’s Church, Kirkwood—The corner stone of St. Philip’s 
Church, Kirkwood, Madison County, Mississippi, was laid on the 7th 
inst. In addition to the impressive religious services of the occa- 
sion, an appropriate and very interesting address was delivered ed 
Thomas S. Anderson, Esq., one of the Wardens of the Parish, whic 
will be found on page 54 of this number. 
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following deposits, inclosed in a stone jar, were placed beneath the 
corner stone: The Holy Bible; the Book of Common Prayer; a brief 
History of this Parish; a list of the families and adults belonging to 
this Parish, and of the Teachers and Pupils of the Sunday School ; the 
Journal of the twenty-second annual Convention of the Diocese of 
Mississippi; The Charleston Gospel Messenger; The Spirit of Mis- 
sions; The Church Almanac; The Banner of the Cross; The Chris- 
tian Witness; The Mississippian; The Star of Temperance. Also, 
the following memorandum: “In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and ofthe Holy Ghost—Amen. This corner stone of St. Philip’s 
Church, Kirkwood, was laid in the month of March, A. D, 1849, by the 
Rector of the Parish, the Diocese being withouta Bishop. The Rev. 
E. H. Downing being Rector; William Cleveland and Thomas S. 
Anderson, Wardens; William McWillie, Edward H. Anderson, and 
William Henningway, Vestrymen. William McWillie, Thomas S. 
Anderson, and William Henningway, being the Building Committee ; 
and H. Pomeroy the Architect and Builder. His Excellency Joseph 
W. Matthews, being Governor of the State of Mississippi, and his Ex- 
cellency Zachary Taylor, President of the United States. 

‘Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid which is Jesus 
Christ.’ ”’ ? 

Kirkwood, March 1849. 


New- York.—The 64th Annual Convention met September 27th.— 
It was “ Resolved, That the Constitution be amended thus: After the 
words ‘ Lay Members,’ in Article II1., insert the words, ‘ who shall be 
Communicants.’ Also, “ That the Trustees ofthe Episcopal Fund be 
directed to pay unto the Rt. Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, D. D., out 
of the income of the said fund, (excepting the portion set apart for ac- 
cumulation,) the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars annually, com- 
mencing September 27, 1848, until the further order of this Conven- 
tion.” “ It was Resolved, That the Standing Committee of the Diocese 
of New-York, be requested to present forthwith an Address to the 
House of Bishops, asking them to terminate at once the sentence of 
suspension, inflicted by them, upon the Rt. Rev. B. T. Onderdonk :— 
or, if unprepared to do this, and thinking the honor and purity of the 
Church not yet sufficiently vindicated, to request them to specify on 
what terms, or at what time said sentence of suspension shall cease. 
On motion, this resolution was laid over to the next Convention for 
consideration.” 

The Committee in their report remark: ‘‘ When we consider that 
the Missionary work is the life and glory of the Church, the measure 
of her faith and love—has her faith waxed so faint, and her love grown 
so cold, that she can do nothing to extend her borders, to build up her 
waste places, nay, even to redeem her plighted faith, and to encour- 
age her appointed, and faithful servants? Whatever causes may have 
combined to produce a state of things so much to be deprecated, your 
Committee believe that there is good faith, and good feeling enough, 
in the members of the Church in the Diocese, to apply the proper re- 
-medy. A growing interest.in this work will repay itself a thousand 
fold, in the increase of harmony, zeal, and love, when all with one 
heart and mind are ready to labor, and pray, and give, for the exten- 
sion of the Church, and the glory of God.” 
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Missions of the Church. Domestic—TIowa, Burlington.—The Mis- 
sionary reports: “ The greatest and most discouraging difficulty with 
which we have to contend here, results from the unsettled condition 
of the people. This circumstance is of course beyond my control, 
and constantly prevents the increase of my congregation. Within the 
last two years we have lost, from that cause, full one-half of the fami- 
lies which, at the commencent of that period, composed my congrega- 
tion, And it is a sad and deplorable fact, that I have never known 
the appreciation of religious privileges, to be sufficiently strong with 
those purposing a removal, to counterbalance their estimation of pecu- 
niary interest, to be increased by the process.” 

Missouri.—‘* At Huntsville I have met with several Church fami- 
lies, who moved to the West from Virginia; but seeing no prospect 
of having the services of the Church, they strayed off among the sects ; 
they still, however, profess to have an interest in the Church, and I 
have hopes that these stray sheep will soon be brought back to the 
fold of Christ.” | 

Lexington.—‘ The Church’s holy verities are every where spoken 
against: nevertheless, we are not disheartened.” 

Arkansas, Fayetteville——“ I have lost two communicants by remo- 
val. One is lost by secession; this latter person was never in heart 
an Episcopalian—raised a Congregationalist, afterwards a Presbyte- 
rian, then confirmed in the Church, without instruction or conviction, 
and now, for temporal convenience, returned to the Presbyterians.” 

The Chickasaw Mission.—‘‘ Funds have not yet been received, or 
pledges given sufficient to justify any action beyond the notification 
given the government, and the appropriation to cover the expense of 
selecting the site of the Mission. The superintendent, and other 
agents of the Mission, can probably be procured as soon as the Com- 
mittee can say they are prepared to appoint them. Already appli- 
cants, whose capacity and qualifications, it is believed, will prove sa- 
tisfactory to the Church, have presented for some of the most impor- 
tant offices. And as contributions are beginning to come in for this 
object, the Committee, at this moment, are much encouraged to hope 
that the Church will soon recognize a mission in successful operation 
among the Indians west of the Mississippi.” 

Church Institutions—What is their present financial condition. 
‘The General Board is sadly crippled in its operations. The Foreign 
Committee are in great want of funds. The Domestic Committee are 
in acondition which is equally embarrassing, and perhaps worse. 
Neither Committee can go on, appointing Missionaries, with any con- 
fidence that the funds will be forthcoming for their support. How 
stands the case in respect to our own Diocese?” 

South- Western Missionary Bishop.—Bishop Freeman says: “I am 
very much in want of Missionaries, both in Arkansas and Texas. 
Four at least in the former, and six in the latter.....At a meeting of 
the Clergy and Laity in Christ Church, Matagorda, on Monday, Jan. 
12, Texas was organized into a Diocese.....The Bishop thankfully 
acknowledges the receipt of fifty dollars, from an individual of the 
united Parishes of St. Stephen’s and Upper St. John’s, S, C., for the 
Church School.” 
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Foreign. China.—“ At the end of atwelvemonth, a man should be 
able to converse, and at the end of two years to preach, intelligibly in 
Chinese... ..The first exercise of each day is the opening of our School 
with reading, and explanation of one of the gospels and prayer, in Chi- 
nese. This very interesting and improving daily service now devolves 
upon me, in consequence of the Bishop’s very feeble health. Our ser- 
vants attend, in addition tothe scholars. In the evening, at six o’clock, 
I am again in the school-room, to teach the singing classes, and after- 
wards to close the School, with reading the Scriptures, explanation 
and prayer, in English. The ability of the scholars to understand 
what they hearin English, exhibits itself very pleasingly, and very 
surprisingly, in the way in which they answer questions—not of a 
leading kind.....My first sermon: it made my heart very thankful to 
observe the attention which was given, and the many waving nods of 
assent, a movement of the head quite peculiar to this people, which be- 
tokened some comprehension of the message, and approval of its pur- 
port. Surely there is given to these poor idolators the ‘hearing ear.’ 
Oh, that the Lord would add yet more, and bestow on them the ‘ un- 
derstanding heart.’....In Shanghai we see no tokens of that ‘ decay 
of idolatry,’ which has been spoken of as characterizing China. As 
far as the enlargement and beautifying of temples is concerned, the in- 
ference would be rather to the contrary. The Pagoda, at Loong Hoa, 
has lately been restored; a temple in our own street (mentioned last 
Saturday) has been enlarged and partly rebuilt. Another, somewhat 
to the Southward of us, has also been enlarged and decorated. Yet 
another, within a few yards of our doors, has been considerably in- 
creased in size; and this old one, of whichI have written above, be- 
gins to show signs of resuscitation.....The service in our Chinese 
Chapel was well attended to-day. There were over 100 persons pre- 
sent, who remained sitting during the whole service. It is often the 
case that many come into the Chapel out of curiosity, and this being 
satisfied, they get up and go out. It will take a long time to correct 
this irregularity, and more particularly as our services are held in Chi- 
nese buildings; for I have no doubt that many drop in because others 
do, without even thinking why they do so. But when we have our 
Churches and Chapels in Christian style, it will be different. It isa 
great privilege that we are permitted to assemble those of these poor 
heathen people, whom we can get together, in any place, and give 
them to hear the sound of the Gospel of Redeeming Love; and how 
much more ought we then to praise God for his goodness, when we 
shall have erected for them houses of God, with the means of Christ’s 
disciples of already Christianized lands... . . I still continue my instruc- 
tions to those who receive the alms of the offertory at the Holy Com- 
munion. There are over 50 of these, lame, blind, dumb, and deaf, who 
come every Tuesday afternoon, when I endeavor to instruct them in 
the great truths of the Gospel. I have good reason to believe that 
my feeble labors with these poor of this world have not been in vain, 
for they begin to show that they have received some knowledge of the 
Gospel.” 

‘Africa. The English Missions.—Sierra Leone.—‘ Within the Co- 
lony there are 120 individuals employed in this Mission, including 22 
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Europeans, of whom 10 are Ordained Missionaries. These occupy 14 
principal stations and 12 minor ones, making in all 26 towns and vil- 
lages where Christian instruction is imparted, and the services of our 
Church performed. The general attendance on the means of grace is 
most encouraging. Several of our Churches will contain 800 or 1,000 
people, and every Lord’s Day morning these are not only well filled, 
but some of them much crowded, A large number of the attendants 
are possessed of Bibles, and Prayer-books, and Hymn-books, which 
they have learnt to read chiefly by means of our Sunday Schools, and 
thus are intelligent worshippers in the sanctuary. ‘They are able to 
appreciate the beautiful services of the Church; they can sing and 
pray ‘with the understanding,’ and not a few, we believe, pray also 
with the spirit. The number of those who participate in the sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper is 1,806; including Bananas and Ricketts there 
must be about 2,000. These are chiefly liberated Africans—a class 
of people who have valued the privileges conferred on them by the 
Society, and profited by them, more than any other class in the Colony. 
Regarding the former condition of these persons, and judging fairly 
of théir present state, their moral and spiritual improvement, we think, 
is quite equal to what might reasonably be expected: their 17 day 
schools containing 1,636 boys and 1,274 girls.....The necessity of 
building new Churchés and Chapels, and of enlarging educational in- 
stitutions, is certainly a good sign. The crowded Churches on Sun- 
days, the fair attendance on Divine Service on week-days, the hearty 
and unanimous responses to the Prayers, and the attention to the 
preaching of the Gospel, might perhaps afford scope for imitation to 
many a congregation of the Mother Church. ‘Christianity has exer- 
cised considerable influence here, and the people conform, in general, 
to the laws of Christianity as much as in the better congregations at 
home.’ ” 

West Indies—‘ The negroes have also been the subject of our ex- 
ertions. And far back in the prairies and woods of North-west Ame- 
rica, am'd the burning heats of summer, and the piercing frosts of win- 
ter, do our Missionaries continue to win souls to Christ, and to gather 
large congregations of the Red Indian tribes to hear of His love, and 
to join in prayer to Him.” 

The amount reported is for Domestic Missions $2,278 ; from South- 
Carolina $181. For Foreign 2,321; from South-Carolina $446. 

Slavery—The New-York Observer says :—“ Our Southern breth- 
ren have done more to get rid of the evil of slavery, than could have 
been reasonably expected. The census of 1840 shows that there are, 
as the result of voluntary emancipation, in little Delaware, 14,000 free 
blacks, or more than five-sixths of the whole negro population of that 
State; in Maryland, 62,00Q free blacks, or nearly one half the negro 
population of that State; ® Virginia, 50,000 free blacks; in Louisiana 
25,000; and in all the slaveholding States, 215,000 free blacks, whose 
value as slaves, at the moderate estimate of $500 each, would be more 
than $100,000,000!—more than the boasted £20,000,000 which Bri- 
tain paid for the emancipation of her West-India negroes !—more 
than the aggregate of the State debts of the whole slaveholding sec- 
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tionofthe Union! This vast sum is the voluntary sacrifice made by 
Southern slaveholders on the altar of anti-slavery feeling and princi- 
pal! In making it, thousands of noble-minded men have reduced 
themselves from affluence to poverty. One would think that such 
men could be safely trusted with the management of the anti-slavery 
cause in their own States.”—alendar. 

English Working-men.—About two years ago, John Henderson, 
Esq., a philanthropic gentleman residing near Glasgow, was the means 
of causing a series of Tracts to be written upon the Divine authority 
and perpetual obligation of the Sabbath. Some of our most distin- 
guished divines were among the contributors to this valuable series of 
Tracts. But it was felt that these publications, however ably written, 
did not meet a common objection made by those who affect to oppose 
Sabbath observance, on the ground of the liberty of the working-clas- 
ses, fur whom they would claim the day to be used for purposes of 
relaxation and amusement, or for labor if they chose, or were, by 

retended force of circumstances, compelled to labor. To meet this 
class of objectors, and to elicit a verdict from the working-classes them- 
selves, Mr. Henderson offered three prizes of €25, £15, and £10, tor 
the three best Essays, to be written by working-men, on the temporal 
advantages of the Sabbath. This announcement issued in the delivery 
of 1,045 Essays to the adjudicators, al] from working-men, 800 of the 
writers being Englishmen, the remainder chiefly Scotsmen. ‘The ex- 
traordinary number and highly meritorious character of these Essays, 
induced several gentlemen to endeavor to enlarge the number of pri- 
zes ; and seventy-seven additional premiums of £5 each, were ultim- 
ately added, Prince Albert contributing £50 toward the object. 

On the morning of the 27th December, the competitors and their 
friends breakfasted together at Freemason’s Hall, and at ten o’clock 
on the same day, a great meeting was held in Exeter Hall, Lord 
Ashley presiding and distributing the prizes, 

It is impossible to read the reports of these meetings without deep 
emotion. It is not merely that upwards of a thousand Essayists have 
written on a given subject; this, indeed, were a literary fact of some 
interest; but it is that a thousand English working-men, whose lives 
are made up of unceasing toil, or more wearying and unwilling idle- 
ness—that these, in their humble abodes, and under accumulated dis- 
advantages, should vindicate the sanctity of the Sabbath, and plead 
for it, as their privilege and charter, against these would-be benefac- 
tors and pretended philanthropists—surely, this moral phenomenon is 
of far higher interest than any mere literary development.—Christian 


Witness. 


Church Schools—They have of late muffiplied to such an extent, 
and their external arrangements have been’80 much improved, that in 
admiring the present results, we may forget the source to which we 
are indebted for the whole. This work commenced at the Flushing 
Institute. Twenty years ago, its founder stood alone. Many of his 
friends endeavored to dissuade him from an experiment so dangerous, 
as attempting to found a School, avowedly of the Church. The trial, 
however, was made. A system, as strict and systematic and as full of 
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heart-love, as any which we now have, was vigorously enforced. The 
household was of the Church. The Chapel was under the same roof 
with Dormitories, Study, and Refectory. The Rector and his associ- 
ates lived among their pupils, and for them. On the Lord’s Day and 
through the week, Catechetical Instruction was given, and Church 
History and Church doctrines formed regular branches of study. 
Upon Fesrivats and Fasts, the spirit of the family was in harmony 
with the services of the Church. Christmas and Easter shed cheerful 
joy through the household, and gave charms and character to the so- 
cial scenes. Lent, and especially Good Friday, threw over all, even 
the youngest members, a solemnizing influence. All lived in the at- 
mosphere of the Church—all loved the services of the Church, and all 
revered the ministers of the Church, because of the bright example of 
fervent piety, added to sound learning and sincerest affection, which 
was daily seen in him who founded this CurisTt1an Cuurcn Scuoon, 
This was done, as we have said, twenty years ago, and many now Mr- 
nisters of the Church will unite in saying: that all which we now va- 
lue so highly, was originated and perfected by him, who must be re- 
garded as the pioneer of Church Education in the United States.— 
Church Times. 

Sz. James’ College—In St. James’, the prescribed course of study 
has, from the first, embraced, perhaps, all on these subjects that can 
be introduced into a Collegiate course. Barton’s Church History, 
(edited by Bishop Doane,) was at first used in St. Paul’s College, but 
(if I recollect rightly) was there superseded by Palmer’s much better 
book, as soon as the latter was published. Dr. Henry’s Compend of 
Bingham’s Antiquities of the Church, was adopted and regularly used 
in St. Paul’s from its first publication. The same may be said of this 
Institution since its opening; and is believed to be true of other 
Schools of the Church. Here we have also so pursued the study of 
the “ Evidences,” as to make the Church appear and teach in her true 
character as the “witness and keeper;” and as the mother of her 
children, able and authorized to confirm them in the holy faith of their 
Baptism, not consenting to have the reality of that faith brought to 
trial as a doubtful thing before sceptical young judges. We have 
also used, with great success, Dr. Christopher Wordsworth’s “ Theo- 
philns Anglicanus”—a work which was prepared for Harrow School 
in I¢ngland, with the direct view to its use as aclass-book. Though 
this book needs alterations to suit young American Churchmen, and 
might, perhaps, be made more clear and concise, yet-experience here 
proves it admirably calculated to indoctrinate the young collegian in 
those truths which may be called ecclesiastical, and which “ Contribu- 
tor” so justly deems important. Professor Sewell’s books on the 
‘‘ Evidences,” and on “ Morals,” are also used in our instructions here ; 
but their want of system and completeness, leave the gap they were 
intended to fill, still open. It is moreover necessary to a full appreci- 
ation of the system of Church-instruction, given here, and in similar 
schools, to bear in mind, that Sundays and Holy-days furnish in their 
sermons and catechetical classes, regular occasions for doctrinal teach- 
ing, such as young students need and can receive, in all that is essen- 
tial to the training of a well-informed Churchman,— Churchman, 
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Sabbath Laws in New-Jersey—aA bill prohibiting the running of any 
rail-road car or locomotive on the Sabbath, passed the House of Re- 
presentatives of New-Jersey, but was amended in the Senate by confi- 
ning the prohibition to freight; it was thus dropped between the two 
Houses. 

“It was passed however by the House, and provides that no loco- 
motive or car shall be run or driven on Sunday, except in cases of 
clear necessity or mercy, or for the purpose of carrying the mail, and 
no passengers or freight shall be taken. The penalty is $500 against 
the Company for each offence, one-half of the amount to go to the per- 
son who sues for it, and the other half to the overseer of the poor of 
the township in which he resides, for the benefit of the poor. The 
same penalty was also extended to steam-boats under similar circum- 
stances, except ferries. The locks of canals, also, are prohibited from 
being opened for the passage of boats on Sunday, under the penalty of 


$50.” 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The following amounts have been received for Domestic Missions, during the months 
of March and April. 
$10 22 





Christ Church Parish, general, $5,22, California, $5, - - : - - 
Prince George, Winyaw, domestic general, - - - - - - 15 00 
Monthly Missionary Lecture, general, ene a ee ee 
St. Michael’s, Charleston, domestic general, - : . - : - 45 96 
Do. do. Nashotah, - - . . - - - - 22 00 
St. Philip’s, Charleston, Good Friday collection, Jews, Sidat tiation? ae 
Grace Church, Charleston, Jews $3, general, $2, - - - - - 5 00 
St. David's, Cheraw, domestic general, - a" . ~ . - - 26 00 
Prince Frederick’s Farish, Mission to Jews, - - - - - - 25 00 
All Saints’, Waccamaw, Jews $35.50, West $20, - me see | - 90 50 
St. Thaddeus, Aiken, Mission to Jews, ° « ~ ° - - . 3 62 
Monthly Missionary Lecture, demestic general, $5,91, Jews 50, West $1, - 7 41 
$250 46 


J. K SASS, Receiving Agent, Diocese 'S. C. 


Collected in St. Philip’s Church, for the Churches at Spartanburg and Laurens, $38.50, 
also, through the Bishop from Rev, E. Phillips for Church of the Epiphany, Laurens, 
$2.50; from a lady of St. Michael’s,for Calvary Church, Glenn Springs, $5 ; from mem- 


bers of St. Phillp’s $18. 
J. D. McCOLLOUGH. 


The undersigned gratefully acknowledges the receipt of twenty-five dollars from an 
‘‘ Individual, a friend to Nashotah,” through the hands of J. K. Sass, Esq. 
JAMES LLOYD BRECK, 


Nashotah Lakes, Mo., April 3, 1849. Agent for Nashotah Mission: 


<-> 





CALENDAR FOR MAY. 





1. St. Philip and St. James. 20. Sunday after Ascension. 
6. Fourth Sunday after Easter. 27. Whit-Sunday. / 
13. Rogation Sunday. 28. Whit-Monday. 
17. Holy Thursday, or the Ascension 29. Whit-Tuesday. 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 30. Ember Day. 












THE CHURCH REVIEW, AND ECCLESIASTICAL 
REGISTER. Vor. II.—No. 1. 


Is received and for sale by the Subscriber, who is the Agent, and will supply the 
back Numbers. The following is the contents of the April No. 

Art. I. Macaulay’s England. 

Art. II. Memoir of Dr, Milnor, 

Art. III. Clerical Changes. 

Art. IV. Present Aspect of Unitarianism. 

Art. V. The Religious Condition of New-Fngland. 

Art. VI. Church Missions and Church Extension. 

Ecclesiastical Register. 

Summary ef Home Intelligence. 

Summary of Foreign Intelligence. 
; A. E. MILLER, Agent. 
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NEW BOOKS. 


Just received from Joseph Robinson, Publisher, at Baltimore,a New and Cheap * 
Edition of LETTERS TO N. WISEMAN, D. D. 


ON THE ERRORS OF ROMANISM. 


In respect to Worship of Saints, Satisfactions, Purgatory, Indulgences, and the 
Worship of Images and Relics. By the Rev. WM. PALMER, M. A. of Worsester Col- 
lege, In 1 vol. 12mo. Price bound in cloth, 50 cents—in paper, 31. 


ALSO, 


CHRISTIAN MORALS, by the Rev. Wm, Sewell. 
FASTS and FESTIVALS of the CHURCH, by Bishop Hobart. 


For sale by A. E. MILLER. 





Evidences of Natural and Revealed 


Religion ; also, the Doctrines and Institutions of Christianity, with questions for use 
in Bible Classes, in Parochial, Family and Sunday Schools. By the author of “Reasons 
why I am a Churchman.” 

Also, Scripture Reading Lessons for little children, in 1 vol. or in3 parts. The Early 
Called ; a Gift for Bereaved Parents, by Rev. Wm. H. Lewis, D. D., 4th edition; 


LARGE CHEAP 8vo. BIBLES, et $1. 
THE CHURCHMAN’S ALMANAC, FOR 1849. 
SWORDS’ POCKET ALMANAC FOR 1849. 
For sale by A. E. MILLER. 





Church Societies in South- Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina. 
Thos, G. Simons, jr, Treasurer, office No. 1, Vanderhorst wharf, will attend at the Library 
Chalmers’-street, on the | st Friday after the 1st Monday in every month, from 12 to 2 o’clock. 
The Library is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 12 to2 o’clock. Annu-- 
al subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas. 
R. Pringle, Fisq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10: 
subscription to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—Treasurer, Mrs. Jane 
M. Thomas, Boundary street, north side; Librarian, Miss Jane M, Pinckney, 28 King 
street, near Whim’s Court, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered 
every Monday morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled 
to one Bible or Prayer Book, or 500 pages of Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasa- 
rer, Mrs. Dehon. ‘Annual contribution $5 ; Life subscription $20. 
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Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years : 
1847. _ 1849. 

















Amount brought forward for Amount received for Vol. XXVI. $72 00 
Vol. XXIV. $566 40 | Mrs. Alice Heyward, 3 00 

Mrs. T. P. Alston, Clarksville, Ga. 3 00 | Mr. B. F. Scott, 3 00 
Rev. Joseph B. Seabrook, Bluffton, 6 00 | Rev. J. R. Fell, 3 00 
Balance due, 48 60 | Rev. P. J. Shand, Columbia, 3 00 

Mrs. Mary Fisher, sr. do. 3 00 

$624 00 | Miss Louisa Greaser, do. 3 00 

Mrs. Mary Hampton, do. 3 00 

Dr. Edward Sill, do. 3 00 

Mrs. Charlctte E. Percival, do. 3 00 

Rev. J. W. Simmons, 3 00 

1848. Rev. P. T. Keith, 3 00 

Amount brought forward for Vol. Miss A, E. Warley, 3 00 
XXVv. $545 09 | Daniel Huger, Esq. 3 00 
Mrs. T. P. Alston, Clarksville, Ga. 3 00 | J. Mishaw, 3 00 
Donation from J. H. Tucker, Esq. 10 00 | Mrs. O. L. Dobson, 3 00 
$558 00 $117 00 





_ EEE 
TO BE PUBLISHED SOON, 


An Exposition of the Church Catechism, 
By Bishop Ken, with a Preface by the Bishop of South-Carolina., 


It was intended to publish this valuable work about a year since, but circumstances 
prevented. Bishop Ken is the author of the Morning and Evening Hymns, the 164th 


and 168th, in our Prayer Book. 
March 1 





CHURCHES WITH FREE SEATS. 


Foreigners, Strangers and others, are respectfully informed that there are in Charles- 

ton and the Neck, three places of worship, accordmg to the forms of the Church of 

England, as altered and used by the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States. 
SEATS FREE TO ALL, VIZ: 

St. Stephen’s Chapel, Anson-street, near Laurens, (a brick building on the west side.) 

St. John’s Chapel, corner of Hanover and Amherst-street, Charleston Neck. 

The Church of the Holy Communion, Cannonsborough. Service in the last, held at 
present in the United States Arsenal. 

Sunday Schools are held in all of them at 9 o’clock, on Sunday mornings. Divine 
Service in all of them, at halt-past 10 a.m., and half-past 3 rp. w., on Sundays in winter. 
In summer it is later in the hoenceil varying with the season. St. Stephen’s Chapel 
is also open for divine service every Sunday, Wednesday and Friday evening, at a 
— ast 7, and every Thursday morning at 12 M., besides Holy days and Saints’ 

ays. St. John’s is open every Saturday morning at 11 o'clock, a. m. 

Ministers of St. Stephen’s.—The Rev. Cranmore Wallace, residence 196 East-Bay. 
corner of Laurens-street. The Rev. J. Ward Simmons, Assistant. : 

Of St. John's—The Rev, Alexader W. Marshall, residence Broad-street, corner of 
Orange-street. 

Of Church of the Holy Communion—The Rev. J. Ward Simmons, Missionary, resi- 
dence Pinckney-street, one door above Cannon-street in Cannonsborough, 

Any of these Clergymen, will cheerfully attend upon the Poor and the Sick whene 
ver made known to them. 

New-Year’s Day, 1849. 


Daily Service is held 





— 


fn St. Philip’s Church’ on Monday, at...--- SEAR eh 
wt, Petes age Tether shen 
* §8t. Michael’s and St. Paul’s on Wednesday, ..-.-........... sccsee iM 

“ §t. Michael’s, Friday afternoon, at half-past ....... .............. Lye 

“  6t. oe cata Chapel on Thursday at 12, and on Wednesday Eve’g,at VII “ 

“ §t. Philip’s on Friday, at ...... UGE ors Son on nne <escks i Sak. om 


“ Bt. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, on Saturday,eeceer. eecce eoecccceee * “© 



































